,@em and Don’ts

Inside:

Limit the use of household chemicals. Constant use of
bleach, lyes, soaps and strong detergents or drain cleaners
may reduce bacterial action and cause rapid accumulation
of siudge and eventual clogging of the leach field,
Wipe greasy dishes with paper before washing to decrease
the amount of grease and soap curd entering the system.
Use a sink strainer with mesh fine enough to retain coffee
grounds. Limit the use of your garbage disposal.
Use a lint fitter on your clothes washer,

Regularly check plumbing fixtures. A leaking toilet can
add up to 1000 gallons of water each day to your system
Keep pumping and service records on the premises
regard-less of change of ownership.. )
Don't dispose of facial tissue, sanitary napkins, cigaretie
- butts, tampons, paper towels, or excessive amounts of
;-toilet paper into the septic system. ?mmm items,will not
degrade in the tank and 3m< o_om inlet and ocﬂ_mﬁ U__umm..

i Do:; o_mms vm_:ﬁ brushes or a_muomm 2 nm? _:8 a_: :

i

Substitutes for Commeon
Household Hazardous Wastes

Although their use is not required, the following substitutes
for common household chemicals will reduce the stress on
7 a septic system and the environment:

Ammenia-Based CGleaners: Sprinkle baking soda on a damp
sponge. For windows, use & solution of 2 Ths. white vinegar
to 1 gt. water. Place the mixture into the spray bottle.

Disinfectants: Use Borax—1/2 cup in a gallon of water.
Deodorizes also.

Drain Decloggers: Use a plunger or metal snake, or remaove
and clean trap.

Moocasm cleaners & Powders: Sprinkie baking soda on a
I damp sponge or add 4 Ths. Baking soda to 1 gt. warm water
or use Bon Ami. It's cheaper and won't scrateh.

PR

m Carpet/Uphoistery Cleaners: Sprinkle dry cornstarch or baking
sada on the surface, then vacuum. For tougher stains, blot
with white vinegar in seapy water.

ailet Cleaners: Sprinkle on baking soda or Bon Ami, then scrub
=fwith a toilet brush.

o]
Furniture/Floor Polishes: To clean, use oil soap and warm water.
% Dry with a soft cloth. Polish with 1 part lemon juice to 2 parts oll

(any kind}, or use natural preducts with lemon oil or beeswax in
mineral oif,

Metal Cleaners: For brass and copper scrub with a used half of
lemon dipped in salt. For stainless steel: use a scouring pad

and scapy water. For silver: rub gently with toothpaste and a
soft wet cloth.

QOven Cleaners: Quickly sprinkie salt on drips, then scrub. Use
kaking soda and scouring pads on older spilis.

Laundry Detergent: Choose one with a zerc phosphate content
or use soap flakes with 1/3 cup of washing soda. (Before
switching wash clothes In pure washing soda to remove
detergent residues.)

This brochure hias been fiunded by the League of
Waomnen Vofers of Fennsyivania Citizen Educafion
Hund under a grant from the Pennsyivania

Deparfiment of Envirommental Profection

Homeowner
Responsibilities
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